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Cheung Chi-fai

AHong Kong-British partnership has
created the world's first “smart” elec-
tric power plug to tap the growing
market for energy-efficient devices
which, the industry says, has virtually
unlimited potential.

The plug, whichis called the Intel-
liplug, automatically cuts off the
power supply to any electrical appli-
ances that go into standby mode.
That can save at least HK$70 per ap-
pliance per year, the developer says.

The plug, patented in Britain and
made by Hong Kong-invested manu-
facturers in the Pearl River Delta, won
an innovation prize at the Queen’s
Awards for Enterprise last year.

About 1.3 million units, selling for
an average HK$180 each, have been
shipped to the British market. Itis not
for sale in Hong Kong.

Lawrence Wong Kwok-hung,
managing director of One Click
Technologies, said the product had
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attracted interest from multinational
companies, One Click was planning
to target other overseas markets,
such as Australia.

Britain’s energy policy, which re-
wards power suppliers’ conservation
efforts, was crucial to the plug’s de-
velopment, Mr Wong said. “Once
you have the policy, people will be-
come creative and come up with lots
of business ideas.” He said they
would not target the Hong Kong mar-
ket for the time being as it was small
compared to Burope, and the rela-
tively low cost of power here created
less incentive to save energy.

But, hesaid: “Perhapsit is time for

~ the Hong Kong government to ... try

our product since it is one of the big-
gest power users in society.”

Mr Wong said the product had
broughtextra businessto the flagging
logistics sectorand upgraded Guang-
dong plug makers that had focused
on low-technology products. Alan Ip
Ping-nam, director of Fung Yip Elec-

Lawrence Wong of One Click
Technologies shows off the
Intelliplug. Photo: Oliver Tsang

trical Manufacturing, which runs a
mainland factory, said: “The new
plug now constitutes about a quarter
of our total production, and this has
helped make our product lines more
diversified and sustainable.”

Angus Wong Chun-yin, of Friends
of the Earth, said the plug was an
example of local companies tapping
the huge potential of the conserva-
tion market, He said a Hong Kong
company was helping a cement fac-
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‘Smart’ plug points way to energy-saving future

tory in Jiangsu province in a 200 mil-
lion yuan (HK$227.2 million) project
Lo use waste heat for power genera-
tion, while another had won a HK$6
million contract to conduct an ener-
gy audit for the Jockey Club,

He said the energy-saving poten-
tial in Hong Kong ranged from 10 to
35 per cent — worth HK$4 billion to
HK$14 billion. “Itis a big market with
strong potential for job creation that
the government has neglected.”

Dominic Yin Teh-chuan, chair-
man of Hong Kong Energy Services
Company, said the market was one
“that you cannot fully tap in 100
years”. Mr Yin said the market for
energy-efficient buildings wasattrac-
tive; more than 8,000 buildings were
still using air-chilling systems rather
than the more efficient water-cooled
ones. “Most developers in Hong
Kong do not pay attention to energy

efficiency,” he said. “Many just-com-
pleted buildings stillneed further ret-
rofits retrofitting.”
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